Private guided half day tour “Oostvaardersplassen”
Date: 2th of september 2017
Guide: Pim
In the early morning I met Andy and his partner in a beautiful hotel in the city of Utrecht. In about 45
minutes we drove to the nature reserve “The Oostvaardersplassen” in the provence of Flevoland.
During this transfer we already saw Common buzzard, Wood pigeon, Western jackdaw, Common
blackbird, Eurasian magpie and more. On the fields a group of Stock dove.
We stopped at a viewing point at the Oostvaardersplassen. A stonechat was calling a view times but
we couldn’t find the bird, it was hidden in the vegetation. But we saw a few Nothern wheatears, this
means the jearly bird migration already started.
The majestic White tailed eagle was there, but very far away, at least about 3 miles.
Our second spot was at a bird hide. Here we saw the first warders like Common greenshank and
Spotted redshank. Also ducks like Garganey, Common teal, Wigeon, Northern shoveler, Mallard,
Gadwall. We also saw great and also little egrets. Some Eurasian spoonbills were flying over. In a tree
there was a Northern goshawk.

Spotted redshank – Oostvaardersplassen.
We also spotted common birdspecies like European greenfinch, European goldfinch and Common
chiffchaff.

Our next stop was at the visitor centre. We made a walk to a big bird hide through some woods
mainly of willowtrees. We saw Eurasian Blackcap, Great tit, Blue tit, Northern willow tit, Eurasian
nuthatch, Eurasian jay and Grey heron. We saw also different individuals of the Spotted flycatcher.

Spotted flycatcher – Oostvaardersplassen.
In the “Serengeti of the Netherlands” we saw almost hundred European goldfinches, Winter wren,
Common kestrel, Common reed bunting, White wagtail, Greater spotted woodpecker, Common
Chaffinch and Common whitethroat.
From the large bird hide there was a group of almost 500 Red deer in front of it. A Red fox was
passing by. In a pond we saw around 15 Eurasian spoonbills. A Sparrow hawk was hunting on Barn
swallow, House martin and Sand martin. We also saw a new duck species for the day list: Pine tail.

Red deer – Oostvaardersplassen.

Oostvaardersplassen area.
In about 30 minutes we walked back to the visitor centre. We than drove to the dyke. You can see
the difference of the water level of the nature reserve and the big lake. It’s almost 5-6 metres!
We saw some gull like Mew gull, Black headed gull and Lesser black backed gull. Also a Herring gull.
We drinked a cop of coffee or tea with a Dutch “Stroopwafel”.

Common greenshank – Oostvaardersplassen.

Inside the bird hide.

We did our final walk to another bird hide occupied by lots of Barn swallows. During the walk we saw
groups of Bearded reedling and heard the really loud song of Cetti’s warbler.
From the bird hide we saw: Common sandpiper, Pied avocet, Common redshank and Reed warbler. A
Common Kingfisher was flying (too) fast over the water.

Common chiffchaff – Oostvaardersplassen.

European goldfinch – Oostvaardersplassen.

Common kestrel – Oostvaardersplassen.
From this point we drove in less than a hour back to the city of Utrecht.
Today we have seen and heard the following 73 (!)bird species:
Mute swan, Greylag goose, Barnacle goose, Common shelduck, Mallard, Gadwall, Northern pintail,
Northern shoveler, Eurasian wigeon, Common teal, Garganey, Common pochard, Tufted duck, Great
crested grebe, Little grebe, Great cormorant, Grey heron, Great egret, Little egret, Eurasian spoonbill,
Common buzzard, White tailed eagle, Northern goshawk, Eurasian sparrow hawk, Common kestrel,
Water rail (just heard), Eurasian coot, Pied avocet, Northern lapwing, Dunlin, Common sandpiper,
Common redshank, Spotted redshank, Common greenshank, Herring gull, Black headed gull, Lesser
black backed gull, Mew gull, Stock dove, Wood pigeon, Eurasian collared dove, Common Kingfisher,
Great spotted woodpecker, White wagtail, Sand martin, House martin, Barn swallow, Northern
wheatear, European stonechat (just heard), Common blackbird, Eurasian blackcap, Common
whitethroat, Cettis warbler (just heard), Reed warbler, Common chiffchaff, Winter wren, Spotted
flycatcher,Great tit, Blue tit, Northern willow tit, Bearded reedling, Eurasian nuthatch, Eurasian
magpie, Eurasian jay, Western jackdaw, Carion crow, Northern raven, Common starling, Common
chaffinch, Common linet, European goldfinch, European goldfinch and Common reed bunting.
And also some mammals: Red deer, “Konik”horse, “Heck”cattle and Red fox.
I hope you like your morning of birding.
Have a safe journey home.
Best regards,
Pim Julsing.

