
 

Date: Tuesday 23th of April 2019 

Excursion: Oostvaardersplassen afternoon tour 

Guide: Pim 

I met Mark from Chigago, Illinois around 13 pm at the trainstation of Almere Centrum. From here we 

took the dyke to the nature reserve Oostvaardersplassen. The weather was excellent (again!). We 

saw many hunting Western marsh harriers above the reedfields. When we stopped we saw a 

Common swift flying over, also many Barn swallows. 

 



We made a short hike to a bird hide. During this walk we saw and heard Common reed bunting, 

{ŜŘƎŜ ǿŀǊōƭŜǊΣ /ŜǘǘƛΩǎ ǿŀǊōƭŜǊΣ ²ƛƭƭƻǿ ǿŀǊōƭŜǊΣ {ŀǾƛΩǎ ǿŀǊōƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳƻƴ ŎƘƛŦŦŎƘŀŦŦΦ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

birdhide we saw at leat four Western marsh harriers and many Northern shovelers. 

hǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǘƻǇ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άYƴŀǊŘȅƪŜέ Σ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀ ƭŀƪŜ ǿŜ ǎŀǿ Ƴŀƴȅ /ƻƳƳƻƴ terns but also Black 

terns. A common bird, but beautiful, was the Great crested grebe. 

Our next stop was at the visitor centre, here we heard the song of a Grashopper warbler. We made a 

hike to a large birdhide. We saw  a dozen Common redstarts! 

 

Common redstart ς Oostvaardersplassen. 

On the ground we also find some beautiful Northern wheatears, male and female. Some of them 

were posing well! Also a common bird atrracted to the dead willow trees is the Winter wren. 

Many Meadow pipets were on migration to the north, we also saw lots of White wagtails and just a 

few Blue headed wagtails. Above the terrain we saw a group of Sand martins. A Common kestrel flew 

over and we saw a few Common buzzards. 

 

 



 

Common redstart ς Oostvaardersplassen. 

 

Northern wheatear ς Oostvaardersplassen. 



 

Northern wheatear ς Oostvaardersplassen. 

 



From the large birdhide we saw hundreds of Barnacle goose also some shorebirds like Spotted 

redshank and Common greenshank, also some Ruff. 

Here we also found many duckspecies like Gadwall, Mallard, Common teal, Northern shoveler, 

Northern pintail and Common shelduck. 

Northern lapwings flew over and we discovered some Little ringed plover. From the next birdhide we 

even found a Red fox with at least five newborns. 

A rare migrant we saw was ǘƘŜ wƛƴƎŜŘ ƻǳȊŜƭΣ ǿŜ ǎŀǿ о ƳŀƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ŦŜƳŀƭŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ōƛǊŘ ƛǎ ƻƴ ƛǘΩǎ ǿŀȅ 

to Scandinavia. Also some Song trush on the ground. 

We heard some Bluethroats singing, but they were not willing to pose this afternoon. We saw 

European goldfinches and European greenfinches. 

 

Ringed ouzel (and Common starling) ς Oostvaardersplassen. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Ringed ouzel ς Oostvaardersplassen. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Ringed ouzel ς Oostvaardersplassen. 



 

 

Red fox ς Oostvaardersplassen. 

 

 


