
 

Date: 02-05-2018 

Tour: Texel “Bird island” (full day) 

Guide: Pim 

Around 8.15 I met Susanne & Max from Switzerland at their hotel in the Koog on Texel. In the garden 

of their hotel we heard a singing Lesser whitethroat. 

We start the birding tour at a small nature reserve near the Waal called “Natte blok”.  The air was full 

of singing Sky larks and on the fields were a lot of beautiful Ruff. To see these birds in this numbers is 

getting rare in The Netherlands. Also lots of Black tailed godwit and Common redshank. We also 

found our first Northern wheatear.  

 

Ruff ς Natte Blok ς De Waal ς Texel. 

From here we drove in the direction of the village “Oudeschild”. Here we stopped at the bird hide 

“Dijkmanshuizen”.  We saw our first Ruddy turnstones. A male Western marsh harrier was hunting 

above a reedfield. Max discovered a male Garganey. Also a little ringed plover was present.  

Close to the bird hide we saw groups of Dark bellied brent goose, Greylag goose and Barnacle goose.  

At the first stop we also saw White fronted goose and Canada goose (and………Egyptian goose). 

 

 

 



 

From here we drove to the “Waddenzee”dyke and stopped at “Ottersaat”. Here we saw lots of Black 

headed gull, Common tern and even Sandwich tern. 

Also Ruddy turnstone, Little ringed plover and 

Common shellducks. 

The next stop was at a breeding colonie of Common 

tern and Black headed gull. We discovered two little 

tern with their yellow bill. 

Almost everywhere we saw pied avocet with their 

uplifting bill. Some where as close as 5 metres! 

Also we saw on different birding spots Eurasian 

spoonbill. 

On the dyke we saw Blue headed wagtails. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Black headed gull & Little tern ς Oudeschild ς Texel. 

Because the dyke was under construction we had to go inland. Here we saw a male and female 

Western marsh harrier. 

Near a windmill we saw Eurasian wigeon, Golden plover and lots of Common eider. 

We came back at the dyke at a nature reserve called “Utopia”. Here we made a short hike. We saw 

hundreds of nesting Sandwich terns, Eurasian spoonbill, Pied avocet and our first Common 

sandpiper. 

 

Pied avocet ς Ottersaat ς Oudeschild ς Texel. 



 

 

 

 

We looked over the “Waddenzee”.  From a distance we saw a few thousand birds like Dunlin, Bar 

tailed godwit and Eurasian curlew. 

At The Cocksdorp we stopped shortly for lunch. Susanne and Max had their first “kroket”. Thanks for 

the fries by the way! 

 

Eurasian spoonbill ς Utopia ς Texel. 

Before the lighthouse we stopped at a viewing point. On the lake some Common teal, Northern 

shoveler and at the waterside White wagtail, We also saw a Sedge warbler. 

We drove to the “Oorsprongweg”  and visit an excellent viewing point at The Slufter (northern point). 

Here we saw Grey plover, also in summer plumage. Also at least three Common greenshank, 

Common ringed plover, Bar tailed godwit and Eider ducks.  

From here we drove almost to the Ferry but take a right to a small nature reserve called “De Petten”. 

We were lucky to find a Spotted redshank. 

Our last stop was at “De Horsmeertjes”. We heard the lovely song (not if you want to sleep) of the 

Common nightingale. Also Dunnock, European greenfinch, Lesser whitethroat and Willow warbler 

were present. 

It was now time to bring Susanne and Max back to their hotel. Thanks for having me as your guide. I 

hope you liked your day of birding. Have a lovely holiday. 

Greetings from Pim. 

 

 



 

Dark bellied brent goose ς Near Oudeschild. 

Today we managed to see and hear the following 79 bird species: 

Greylag goose, White fronted goose, Dark bellied brent goose, Canada goose, Egyptian goose, 

Common shellduck, Mallard, Gadwall, Northern shoveler, Eurasian wigeon, Common teal, Garganey, 

Tufted duck, Common eider, Great crested grebe, Great cormorant, Eurasian spoonbill, Common 

buzzard, Western marsh harrier, Common pheasant, Eurasian coot, Eurasian oystercatcher, Pied 

avocet, Common ringed plover, Little ringed plover, Grey plover, Golden plover, Northern lapwing, 

Ruddy turnstone, Dunlin, Common sandpiper, Common redshank, Spotted redshank, Common 

greenshank, Black tailed godwit, Bar tailed godwit, Eurasian curlew, Ruff, Black headed gull, Lesser 

black backed gull, Mew gull, Herring gull, Mediterranean gull, Common tern, Sandwich tern, Little 

tern, Wood pigeon, Stock dove, Eurasian collared dove, Sky lark, Meadow pipet, Sand martin, House 

martin, Barn swallow, Common blackbird, Blue headed wagtail, White wagtail, Dunnock, Common 

nightingale, Northern wheatear, Garden warbler, Common blackcap, Common whitethroat, Lesser 

whitethroat, Sedge warbler, Willow warbler, Garden warbler, Common chiffchaff, Winter wren, 

Eurasian magpie, Western jackdaw, Carrion crow, House sparrow, Common starling, Common linnet, 

European goldfinch and European greenfinch. 

Also: Hare, Common Rabbit and Common seal. 



 

At the Slufter ς North side ς Texel. 

 

 

 


